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Prepared at the request of the Executive Committee of the Women’s Institute by M.B. Douie, M.B. Lond., M.A. Ed., Secretary to the London (Royal Free Hospital) School of Medicine for Women.

APPENDIX A.

MEDICAL SCHOOLS OPEN TO WOMEN

a. Schools for Women only

1. London (Royal Free Hospital) School of Medicine for Women (Opened 1874).

No. of students 1897-98………………………………………………….………….. 170


Studying for University Degrees…………………………………………….. 119


Studying or other Medical Qualifications ………….…………………………  42

No. of past students holding University Degrees…………….……………………….  68

No. of past students holding other Medical Qualifications.. ……...………………… 149

The London School of Medicine for Women is the only medical school in England for women only. The Royal Free Hospital, with which it is associated, admits only women students, and all departments in the hospital are open to them, as well as all the appointments usually held by students in hospitals. Various appointments in the hospital are also open to students after qualification. Among other hospitals open to the students are the New Hospital for Women; the hospital for Sick Children, Great Ormond Street; Brompton Consumption Hospital; various Eye Hospitals and Maternity Hospitals, and all the Hospitals for Infectious Diseases of the Metropolitan Asylums Board. The course of study includes all the subjects necessary for the degrees of the Universities of London and Durham, (one year’s attendance at the College of Medicine, Newcastle-on-Tyne, is required) and of the Royal University of  Ireland; also for the diplomas of the London Society of Apothecaries, and of the Conjoint Scotch and Irish Colleges. Many of the classes are recognised by the University of Glasgow. Scholarships and Prizes to the amount of about £170 are given annually. 

There is no residence actually connected with the School, but many of the students live at College Hall, not far from the School, and there are various homes for medical students in the neighbourhood.

The Medical School is now being rebuilt, and it will shortly be completed. A new wing has already been opened, containing laboratories for Anatomy, Physiology, Chemistry and Physics. These are lighted with electric light, and fitted with modern apparatus, thus affording opportunity for full teaching in these subjects. A second wing, to contain three lecture theatres, and a Biology laboratory is at present being built. The work of the school is meanwhile uninterrupted.

2. Medical College for Women, Edimburgh, (1889).

No. of students 1897-1898……………………………………………………………. 89


Studying for University Degrees……………   ……………………………      68


Studying for other Medical Qualifications……………………………………  21

No. of past students holding a University Degree ……………………………………    3

No. of past students holding other Medical Qualifications …………………………..  31

All the classes in the medical College are for Women only. By permission of the University, mixed classes in Physics, Chemistry, Botany, and Materia Medica, are held either in the University, Surgeon’s Hall, or the new Medical School.

The Medical College for Women is recognised by the University of Edinburgh as qualifying for graduation in Medicine and Surgery, and by the Royal Colleges of Physicians and Surgeons, Edinburgh. The course of study qualifies students for graduation at any of the Universities open to women. Students are also prepared for Dental and Pharmaceutical examinations. The Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh admits the students of the College to Clinical Instruction, including Clinical Medicine, Clinical Surgery and Hospital Practice. The Library of the University of Edinburgh is open to all medical students of the College, and there is also a Library Club in connection with the College. There is a Hall of residence for Women Medical Students near the College.

3. Queen Margaret College (University of Glasgow) (Medical classes opened 1890).

No. of medical students 1897-1898…………………………………………………    85


Studying for University Degrees ……………………………………………   80


Studying for other Medical Qualifications ………………………………….     4

No. of past Students holding University Degrees …………………………………..    29

No. of past students holding other Medical Qualifications………………………….   10

Queen Margaret College was founded in 1883, and for the first few years its classes were for Art and Science students only; in 1890 the School of medicine was added, and was organised with the aid and advice of Medical Professors of the University of Glasgow. In 1892 the College was incorporated with the University as the University’s Department for Women; the college buildings, grounds, and endowments (£25,482) were handed over to the University Court, and the Medical School thus became part of the University, governed by the University Court and Senate, and staffed by Professors and Lecturers appointed by the Court. It has a full medical curriculum of five years, and prepares students for the degrees of the Universities of Glasgow and London, and for the Triple Qualification of the Scottish Colleges. Its students have Clinical and Dispensing work in the Royal Infirmary (where wards are set apart for the instruction of women) and its Eye Hospital, in the Royal Hospital for Sick Children, the Royal Asylum, Gartnaval (for Mental Diseases), and the Hospital for Infectious Diseases, Belvedere. The college buildings are large and handsome, and well equipped with apparatus; a special department for Anatomy and Physiology was recently erected. The students have the use of the University library, apparatus, and museum, and of the museum of the Royal Infirmary. 

b. Schools open to Men and Women alike

1. College of Medicine, Newcastle-on-Tyne (University of Durham) (Opened to Women in 1895)

No. of women medical students ………………………………………………………   6

(All studying for the Degree of the University of Durham)

No. of past women students holding Medical Qualifications………………………….  1

Women are admitted to the College of Medicine on the same terms as men, all classes and hospital practice being open to them. Hospital practice and clinical instruction is obtained at the Royal Infirmary, Newcastle. Four years out of the five years curriculum may be taken at other schools of medicine. Scholarships to the amount of about £500 are given annually, and are open to men and women alike.

Eslington Tower, close to the College, is recognised by the Council of the College as a residence for women students.  

2. University of South Wales and Monmouthshire, Cardiff (University of Wales)

No. of women medical students………………………………………………………   5

Women are admitted to all medical classes on the same footing as men. The course of study is recognised by the Universities of London, Durham, Edinburgh, Glasgow and Aberdeen, and by the Examining Boards of the Conjoint Scotch and Irish Colleges, and of the London Society of Apothecaries. By the foundation of Chairs of Anatomy and Physiology, and of the lectureship in Materia Medica, it is now possible for students of medicine to take the first three years of their course at the Cardiff Medical School. Arrangements have been made with the London (Royal Free Hospital) School of Medicine for Women, by which students can proceed there for their final two years. Students can attend the Cardiff Infirmary during their course of study at University College. 

Aberdeen Hall is provided as a hall of residence for women students. 

3. University of St. Andrews.

All the medical classes are open to women. Two of the five years’ medical study must be spent at the United College, St. Andrews, or at University College, Dundee; the latter years may be taken at any university or recognised medical school. Scholarships to the amount of £430 annually can be competed for by women.

4. University College, Dundee (University of St. Andrews)  (Opened to Women in 1892)

Women are admitted to all the medical classes in University College and to hospital practice and clinical instruction in the Dundee Royal Infirmary. Scholarships to the amount of £100 annually are open to all students of medicine; the holders are expected to proceed to graduation. Two years of the five years’ medical course must be taken at University College, or at the United College, St. Andrews, the remaining years may be spent at any university, or under any teachers, recognised by the University of St. Andrews.

5. University of Aberdeen (Opened to Women, 1892)

Women are admitted to instruction in the medical classes and to graduation on the same terms as men. Hospital practice and clinical instruction is also open to them, and is obtained in the Royal Infirmary, Aberdeen, and other hospitals.

6. Royal College of Surgeons, Dublin (Opened to Women, 1885)

No. of women students ……………………………………………………………….  12

No. of past women students holding Medical Qualifications…………………………  15

Women are admitted to all lectures and practical instruction in the Schools of Surgery attached by charter to the Royal College of Surgeons. Separate dissecting-rooms and other rooms are provided. Women are eligible for all the diplomas granted by the college. The buildings have been reconstructed and lighted with electric light, and special pathological, bacteriological, public health and pharmaceutical laboratories have been fitted with modern appliances. Scholarships and prizes to the amount of about £130 are given yearly. Hospital practice and clinical instruction can be obtained at any of the Dublin hospitals.

7.  Medical School, Cecilia Street, Dublin (Opened to Women, 1897)

No. of women medical students ………………………………………………………  5

All studying for the Degrees of the Royal University of Ireland

Women are admitted to this school on the same terms as men. A special dissecting-room is provided. With the exception of dissections they attend all classes with the men students, and they are present for certain courses in the general dissecting-room. All scholarships and prizes are open to them. Hospital practice is taken at any of the Dublin hospitals.

9. Qeen’s College, Belfast (Opened to Women, 1881)

All medical classes, scholarships and prizes, are open to women. Eight Junior Scholarships of £25 each, and two Senior Scholarships of £40 each, are offered annually. Clinical instruction and hospital practice can be had at the General Hospitals of the City and County of Cork, and at various Special Hospitals.

10. Queen’s College, Galway

Women are admitted to all medical classes and are eligible for all scholarships and prizes. Eight Junior Scholarships of £25 each, and a Senior Scholarship of £40 are given annually. Hospital practice and clinical instruction can be had at the General Hospital, the Fever Hospital, and the Union Hospital of Galway.

Students of the Queen’s Colleges can proceed to the medical degrees of the Royal University of Ireland, or of the University of London, or they can take the diplomas of the Conjoint Examining boards of Dublin and Edinburgh.

c. Schools Open to Women for Classes in the Faculty of Science

In London there are three colleges for women only where teaching is given in the preliminary scientific subjects of the medical course. These are Bedford College, Holloway College, and Westfield College. They are all residential, but extern students can also attend the classes. Similar work can be done at Girton and Newham, and at the four women’s colleges at Oxford.

In many colleges where the medical classes are closed to women, the classes in the Faculty of Science are open. University College, London, admits women to the classes of Zoology, Botany, Chemistry and Physics. Similarly, the three constituent colleges of the Victoria University: Owen´s College, Manchester, University College, Liverpool, and Yorshire College, Leeds, admit women to all classes preparing for the medical degree, up to the Preliminary Scientific (M.B.) Examination of the University of London, or the first medical examination of Victoria University. In Yorkshire College, Leeds, applications from women for admission to the classes  in the medical school are considered separately, and women have been admitted to classes in Physiology and Materia Medica.

In Mason University College, Birmingham, the classes in the Faculty of Science are open to women equally with men, but there are at present no facilities for their admission to the medical classes. 

Other colleges where the preliminary scientific part of the medical course can be taken, are the University Colleges of Bristol and Sheffield, Aberystwith and Bangor, and Alexandra College, Dublin.

APPENDIX B

MEDICAL DEGREES AND OTHER MEDICAL QUALIFICATIONS OPEN TO WOMEN

I. University Degrees

Opened to women

University of London, M.B., B.S., M.S. ,

No residence required







1878

University of Durham, M.B., B.S., M.S.

One year’ s residence required





1895

Victoria University. M.B., Ch.B., M.D., Ch. M.,

Two years’  residence required 





1882

(Two years of the course for this degree must be spent at one of the three colleges of

the University , which have not yet admitted women to their medical classes, therefore this degree is practically closed to women at present).

University of Edinburgh. M.B., C.M., M.D.

Two years’ residence required





1892

University of Glasgow. M.B., C.M., M.D., 

Two years’ residence required.





1892

University of Aberdeen. M.B., C.M., M.D.

Two years’ residence required





1892

University of  St. Andrew’s.  M.B., Ch.B., M.D., C.M.

Two years’ residence required





1892

Royal University of Ireland. M.B., B.Ch., M.D., M.Ch.

No residence required.






1892

In 1876, Queen s University passed a resolution admitting women to

Examination for the medical degree, but as it was necessary that four classes should be taken in one of the affiliated colleges, to which women were not then admitted, the degree could not actually be obtained.


 





2. Other Medical Qualifications

License of the Society of Apothecaries, London. L.S.A.

Triple qualification of the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons, 

Edinburgh and the Faculty of Physicians and Surgeons, Glasgow,

L.R.C.P.S., Ed.







1886

Conjoint Diploma of the Royal Colleges of Physicians and Surgeons,

Ireland. L.R.C.P.I; 







1876

 L.R.C.S.I.; F.R.C.S.I.






1885

APPENDIX C

MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS OPEN TO WOMEN

The posts filled by medical women in Hospitals, Asylums, Infirmaries, and other institutions, vary so constantly that accurate statistics regarding them are almost unattainable. The following is merely an attempt to give some idea of the appointments open to them in Great Britain and India.

In England there are a few hospitals for women and children, where the visiting staff and medical officers are medical women, while in others various staff appointments are held by them. In India, the Dufferin Hospitals and some others are officered by women, and the women’s side of the Plague hospital at Poona was under the charge of a medical woman during the last outbreak; there are also several medical women appointed as physicians to native states. In several hospitals the posts of Anaesthetist and Registrar are held by women, and resident appointments in infirmaries, fever hospitals, and lunatic asylums are also available. Many such appointments have already been made, both in the hospitals under the Metropolitan Asylums Board, and in hospitals under County Council management. 

In some Sick Children’s Hospitals is has become practically a tradition to have a woman as resident medical officer, and in many others, as well as in special hospitals such as Ophthalmic Hospitals, many of the clinical assistants are women. Others hold appointments as Medical Officers to the Post Office and to the School Boards, Inspectors of Schools and of Boarding out Homes, Lecturers and Examiners in Medical Schools and under the County Councils. In India and China there are of course many medical missionaries carrying on important work in Mission Hospitals.
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